
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Equus Vets 

01837 214004 
www.equusvets.co.uk 

Branches in: 

North Tawton 

Okehampton 

Hatherleigh 

 

Winter 2017/2018 

We would like to wish everyone a happy new year! 

Everyone at Equus would like to wish you all a happy new year. We hope all your horses were well over the 

festive period.  

Please could we remind you that no payments other then cheques can be taken at our branch surgeries.  

We are sure many of you knew Paul Martin (one of the senior Farm Vets). At the end of 2017 Paul worked 

his final day for North Park and after a staggering 36 years he has entered retired life! Equus wishes Paul all 

the best with his new retired lifestyle.  

We would like to introduce our new reproduction vet Irma Rosati. Irma graduated in Veterinary Medicine 

from the University of Sassari, Italy in 1999 and then did a PhD in Animal Reproduction Physiology. She has 

always focused on Equine Reproduction and has worked in many breeding studs using assisted 

reproductive techniques. Irma worked for 3 years for Paul Schockemohle at his Lewitz breeding stud in 

Germany and joined the Beaufort Embryo Transfer team in 2016.  Irma will be based at Newton Stud and 

will be doing some ambulatory work as well as being scheduled on the out of hours rota.  

Please could we remind you that no payments other then cheques can be taken at our branch surgeries.  

Does your horse need 
its teeth checked? 

 

Look no further we have a 

variety of different offers 

for you!! 

If you have a group of 5 or 

more horses at the same 

yard, we are offering 10% 

discount off all dental work.  

We are also offering a FREE 

dental examination at time 

of vaccination. A further 

15% discount is then added 

off any dental work that 

needs doing.  

What is mud fever 

Mud fever refers to a wide range of skin irritations often caused by the 
limbs being exposed to wet and muddy environments. Bacteria which 
can lay dormant within the skin pores become activated when the skin 
is damp and warm (which is why mud fever is seen more during the 
winter periods).  Once an area is affected by the active bacteria it will 
often spread to different areas of the leg. This is called an acute 
inflammatory reaction.  

Treatment and prevention: 

The best way to treat and prevent mud  
fever is to keep limbs clean and dry. Mud 
fever tends to form very tough scabs 
which can harbour bacteria. Removing  
the scabs (although this maybe painful) will help remove the bacteria 
and make the affected areas easier to clean.  If legs need to be washed, 
thoroughly drying them afterwards will help prevent the condition.  

Our Mud Fever Salve helps damaged skin recover 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Common things are common 

What is ‘pus in foot’? 

Pus in the foot is a very common cause of acute (sudden) single leg lameness. Infection within the hoof 

results in pus (abscess) formation and painful inflammation. The horse’s hoof is a relatively rigid 

structure and the pressure caused within the sensitive structures by the pus is extremely painful.  

What causes ‘pus in foot’?  

Many different types of bacteria can cause infections, which normally live in the environment or on the 

hoof. Infection can be introduced by a crack, bruise or puncture to the hoof or tracking through the 

white line (The outer rim of the sole) and also through nail holes. 

How is ‘pus in foot’ diagnosed?  

Firstly by the symptoms:-  

 Sudden severe or gradual lameness in one limb and refusing to bear weight. 

 The pain may cause the horse’s breathing to increase (blow) and sweating may occur.  

 The foot may feel warm and pulse in the heel blood vessels (digital pulse) may bound. 

The shoe must be removed to allow further investigation and treatment. The hoof sole will be cleaned 

and searched for any signs of trauma with hoof knifes (a puncture, crack or area of discoloration at the 

white line) and will also be tested for a discrete area of pain performed with hoof testers.  

Further searching with a hoof knife, often quite deep into the hoof, can result in an ooze of pus and/or 

gas from the abscess. Where the abscess cannot be found immediately, the foot should be poulticed to 

help the abscess to develop and the foot to soften, before trying again to find the abscess. Hot tubing 

with epsom salts for 10 minutes before poulticing, can help to soften the hoof and draw out the 

infection quicker, especially if your horse or pony is usually bare foot or has hard feet. 

In very rare cases, if the abscess still cannot be found, a radiographic (x-ray) examination of the foot 

may be made to look for a pocket of pus/gas and to rule out other possibilities, e.g. fractures of the 

bones in the foot.  

Occasionally, in deeper-seated abscesses, the infection may track upwards through the hoof laminae 

to eventually break out at the coronary band, rather than at the solar surface of the foot. In other 

cases, infection may track along under the sole ('under-run sole'). These infections can take anything 

up to two or more weeks to resolve.  

 

         Visit us at  

www.equusvets.co.uk 

for more information on what  

           we offer.  

 

                                      Like us on facebook 

                                           Equus Vets 

                                  For regular updates.  
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