
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

   Equus Vets 

01837 214004 
www.equusvets.co.uk 

Branches in: 

North Tawton 

Okehampton 

Hatherleigh 

 

Summer 2018 

We hope that you are all enjoying the lovely weather we are having so far this summer. It makes a change from the 

snow we had in early spring! At the end of May we said farewell to one of our vets Fran. We wish her all the best with 

her new venture. We are currently in the process of hunting for a new vet so within the next couple of months there 

should be a new face on the team. In the mean time Hayden and Jon are taking on the work between them so please 

ring well in advance for routine work, this will enable us to give you a slot that suits you.  

Irma is still very busy with the stud work. Lots of AI’s and embryo transfers this year means lots of late night and early 

morning scanning for her! 

Equus Vets will be at Okehampton show again this year sharing a stand with North Park Vets. Please come in and say 

hello, we will have various displays showing you what we have to offer as a practice as well as tea, coffee and cake! 

POINT TO POINT SEASON 

After a slow start due to the terrible weather we have now come to the 

end of the point to point season and we would like to say a huge 

congratulations to all our point to point clients. We love to see your horses 

in action and it is really great to see that the hard work that you all put in 

pays off.  

Hayden has a keen interest in point to pointing, not only vetting but 

owning a point to point horse too! You may have seen him out and about 

as he has covered various meetings this season including Lamerton, 

Spooners, South Tetcott, Eggesford and Torrington farmers. Jon was also 

involved with the Eggesford meeting. We look forward to the 2018/2019 

season starting in November. 

 

 

EQUUS OFFERS 

Free of charge 

dental check 

at time of 

vaccination 

15% discount 

off any 

routine dental 

work that 

needs doing 

at time of 

vaccination. 

 

10% discount 

for dental 

work on 

groups of 5 or 

more horses 

at the same 

yard at the 

same time.  
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Summer time pests!! 

HORSE FLIES ARE BACK! 

Unlike many other insects, horse flies have sharp serrated mouth parts and their bites are painful. The female 
bites the horse in order to have a blood meal which she needs to be able to lay her eggs.  
- Regular treatments with both insecticides AND repellents are needed along with other methods of control. 
- Fly rugs and masks are helpful to provide a physical barrier to the horse’s body and face. 
- By stabling horses or providing a field shelter can allow them to hide from the flies. 
- Careful placement of dung heaps and keeping ditches clear of stagnant water will deter the dreaded flies. 
- Fly traps are also useful - https://www.fliesonly.com/how-to-get-rid-of-horse-flies/. This site gives a good 

list of traps and homemade repellents. 
 
Sweet Itch is an allergy to midge saliva, this occurs when the midge physically bites the horse. Strict control of 

trying to prevent midges from biting the horse is the best way of prevention. Grazing between 10am – 4pm 

when the midges are minimal. Fly rugs and masks are effective in control linked with insecticides/ repellent 

treatments. Ponies are more commonly affected than horses and sensitivity does have some heritability. 

Desensitization treatment is a possibility to reduce the severity of disease rather than eliminate it. Many Sweet 

Itch cases also have an increased sensitivity to flies. 

Vaccinating with a horse ringworm vaccine can reduce the irritation. This is an annual vaccination and must be 

done in February to be effective, before the midges arrive. 

Lice – more of a winter problem and can lead to acute cases of self trauma. They are easily seen with the naked 

eye, measuring approx 0.5cm in length. They have a 10-21 day life cycle and are transmitted by direct contact. 

Treatments must reach skin level to kill the lice and are best repeated at least once and better twice. 

Ticks – single bites can lead to large swellings! They can carry other diseases but at present this is uncommon. 

The picture on the bottom right shows the extent of swelling from a single tick! Most only swell by a few cm. 

Regular insecticide treatment of your horse will help control ticks. 

Mites – usually Chorioptes species seen in feathered horses causing them to stamp their feet and rub their legs. 

Other mite species are found albeit rarely. No licensed treatments are available but injectable ivermectins are 

good at reducing symptoms.  

Flowers of Sulphur is a old treatment and is mixed with a carrier (pig oil) to treat this condition as well.  

   
               Sweet itch                                     Protective clothing                 Reaction to a tick bite 
 

 

 

                                      Like us on facebook 

                                           Equus Vets 

                                  For regular updates.  

bbook 

         Visit us at  
www.equusvets.co.uk 
for more information on  
      what  we offer.  
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