
 

WHATS NEW AT EQUUS VETS? 

It was lovely to see so many clients at Okehampton and Holsworthy shows 

this year. We hope to do Chagford next year as well as Holsworthy and 

Okehampton, so we hope to see you there! 

Irma is starting to slow down on what was a very busy stud season 2019. 

She has scanned over 100 mares in foal and has done 68 embryo 

transfers! Well done Irma! 

Hayden, Jon and Javier have been busy out on the road seeing all sorts of 

different cases!  

At the end of the year/ beginning of next year, we will be saying a very sad 

farewell to Jon Herrod-Taylor as he leaves for a very much earnt retirement. 

We plan to have a leaving do, inviting all our clients at some stage!  

We have started looking for a new vet to join our team so there will be a 

new face for you all to meet soon.   

Atypical Myopathy  

Atypical Myopathy is a seasonal condition that is mainly a threat to horses 

during the autumn months.  It can be seen during the spring and summer 

but this is rare.  

Atypical Myopathy is caused by the ingestion of sycamore seedlings. Not all 

horses show interest in the toxic seeds but horses that do should be kept 

away from the areas which contain sycamore trees during the autumn 

months when the seeds will drop onto the horses pasture.  If consumed in 

high quantities the condition can become fatal. 

Treatment: 

Call your vet as a matter of urgency. 
There is no specific treatment for the  
condition, supportive treatment is 
used to try and stabilise the horse  
until the toxins are flushed out of  
the body. Intravenous fluids are  
administered by the vet to maximise  
the chance of flushing the toxins out of the body. If the condition is left for 
too long without the sufficient supportive treatment then severe damage can 
be done to the kidneys. If this happens, the horse may not be able to be 
saved.  

 

Prevention: 

Preventing the condition is mainly about restricting 

access to the toxic seeds. Fencing off the affected 

areas may be an option or stabling.  

 

 

 

SPECIALISED BREEDING 

PACKAGES WITH ONSITE 

FACILITIES INCLUDING 

EMBRYO TRANSFER. 

 

DAILY ROUTINE CARE 

INCLUDING VACCINATIONS 

AND SENIOR HEALTH 

CHECKS.  

 

HEALTH PLAN SCHEMES. 

 

EXTENSIVE LAMENESS 

EXAMINATIONS AND WORK 

UPS.  

 

SPECILIST STABLE SIDE 

EQUIPMENT INCLUDING 

DIGITAL X-RAY MACHINE, 

UNTRASOUND SCANNER 

AND ENDOSCOPE. 

 

PREGNANCY SCANS. 

 

PRE-PURCHASE 

EXAMINATIONS. 

 

DENTESTRY. 
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What signs will my horse show? 

- Dark urine 

- Sweating 

- Muscle tremors/ stiffness 

- High heart rate 

- Depression 
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CUSHING’S DISEASE 

 

What is Cushing’s disease (PPID)? 

PPID affects the normal mechanisms which control hormone production by 
the pituitary gland. The pituitary gland produces excess amounts of 
hormones causing adverse reactions.   

PPID is more commonly found in older horses and ponies and tends to 
effect ponies rather than horses.  

So what should you do if you suspect your horse or pony has Cushing’s 

disease? 

1. Visit www.careaboutcushings.co.uk 
 

2. Make full use of the helpful information available on the 
website.  
 

3. Register your horse or pony with the care about cushing’s 
scheme.  
 

4. Generate your voucher code. 
- “Free Cushing’s test” for horses that have not been tested 

before. 
- “Free annual monitoring test” for horse that are already 

diagnosed with Cushing Disease.  
 

5. Give Equus a call on 01837214004 and we can book a vet to 
come and table the blood sample.  

Care about Cushing’s is an informative site that gives owners with 

horses suffering with Cushing’s disease all the support they need. They 

provide endless information on Cushing’s and how to work with it. They 

also help owners financially by providing FREE of charge lab tests! 

The autumn is the best time to test your horse for Cushing’s as the 

levels are at their highest.  

Please contact the Equus office on 01837 214004 if you would like 

further information or to book an appointment.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

      

 

WOULD YOU KNOW THE 

SIGNS OF CUSHING’S 

DISEASE? 

 

1. Laminitis 

2. Lethargy 

3. Abnormal coat 
changes 

4. Abnormal 
sweating 

5. Loss of muscle 

6. Abnormal fat 
distribution  

7. Increased thirst/ 
urination 

8. Reduced facility 
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