
 

Information about Pet Passports and pet travel to Europe if the UK leaves the EU without a deal 

The United Kingdom is expected to leave the EU on or before 31st October, 2019. This will affect 

many of the rules and regulations regarding the movement of people, animals and products 

between the UK and the EU countries. Because negotiations between the UK government and the 

EU are still in progress, nobody knows exactly what the new rules will be once the UK leaves, or even 

exactly when the UK will leave. It is possible that the rules regarding pet travel on the Pet Passport 

Scheme will change. 

We hope that an agreement is made between the UK and the EU to allow pets from the UK to 

continue to travel between EU countries on the current pet passport system with no changes. 

However, if such an agreement is not reached, pets from the UK may require additional testing and 

paperwork in order to continue to travel to the EU. 

In the worst-case scenario, pets in the UK would need to have a blood test taken 30 days after their 

rabies vaccination, to prove that the vaccination had worked. Even if dogs have already had an up to 

date rabies vaccine, they would need to have a new vaccination 30 days before the blood test. They 

would then need to wait 3 months after the blood test before they could travel abroad. This means 

that it would take a minimum of 4 months to prepare a dog or cat for travel to the EU. 

We are hopeful that an agreement will be reached and pets from the UK will be able to continue to 

travel to the EU exactly as before (a single rabies vaccination and then able to travel 21 days later) 

but if you have definite plans to travel in Summer/Autumn 2019 you may wish to begin the more 

stringent protocol of vaccinations and blood test as early as possible so that you are covered for all 

eventualities. Further information is available here: 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/pet-travel-to-europe-after-

brexit?fbclid=IwAR25mT1I6nyYOLJ0XNpj4s42dBP4ouXAK3EWx6lv3WuBDdrY3LvBgY156nU 
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